their Word 
-; Evil Men and Seducers ſhall var ware 


9 
7 
were very earneſt with me that I wou 
review the Anſwers of Profeſſor Simſon to 
the Libels given in to ſeveral Judicatonies of 
this Church by the very Reverend 
againſt him. You know I declin 
hers = upon divers Grounds, which bore, 
and Rill have Weight with me, x © 
which I incline not too cloſely to accqunt at 
] this Time, That weighty Matter is under the Cogni- 
| 2zance of a Committee appointed for that Effe&, and | 
| - 4 rhe Eyes of many are upon them: Both Friends and 
I Eneaues do eagerly await the Deciſion of this ch 


in Matters of fuch val 
have it to regret that ſome little Cor 
with Friends in ten Places, gi 
Aand that the of this Church 
Errors, broached by ſundry in it, 
Offence to the Judictous, Learned 

Countries. It was ſometimes our 
Watchmen, and others alſo i 


4 ] ; and 


T 


L 


n , the Church it (elf made it her 
own Buſineſs, and intergoſed her Authority effectually 
for pulling up theſe Roots that bare fuch Gall and 
Wormwood. S 

| Bounds of a Miſſive allow, or 


SHIFT 


ing under any Debate a fuchas- know | Mr.. 
our Hiftory, — otherwiſe, our Aſſembly — 
would by no Means be gerſwaded to make the Affair | among 
of Profeſſor Simon their Buſineſs, and they laid Burdens ' Thir 
upon the Reverend Mr. Vehſter for Proſecution of.his ' Conan, 
_- —— what, I think, could: have been reaſon- bund 

in / an Enterprize which was no perſonal ; onhoc 

— his, but a near Concern of the Honaur of | Grave: 
2 equally, yea and much more to | not to 
the whole Church. Yet he inſiſted, and hath been | fred 
Helped hithetto, tho' under ſuch manifold Dione | excelle 
ments, asare like to deter others from neceſſary Puiſiits | 


x 


— 


of this Nature, whatever Errors be taught. Hence, | 
tho” Occaſions for ſuch Proſecutions are not wantin 
yer none tn<ddleth, for Reaſons, which may be eff, 
undeiftood. It's indeed a ſtrange Eftate of Mattes 
Wich us. Upon | 
ae 


174 


Il 
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Fuſt, Adam's federal Headthip, as repreſenting his 
whole Pofterity in the firft Covenant. 
Secondly, The State of his Infant-ſeed, whether born | 
in, or without the viſible Church. | "Y 
Thirdly, The Connexion betwixt an Uſe of the Means, 
morally ſerious, and the Attainment of ſaving Grace. 

' Fourthly, The Nature of that ultimate End we ought 
to propole to our ſelves. 1 
And Finally, Fifth, I would eſſay to blow of | 


little Duft raiſed for darkening the and re- 
ceived Sentiments of found Divines, and of the Body 
of exerciſed Chriſtians, concerning the State of the to our 
Damn d. It is but a Touch which I propoſe, ſeing 1 have v 
am informed, That ſome eminent Divines are wiiting| preſſe 
_ at Length theſe, and more of the now controver-| and /o 
ted Subjects, and it isx their Performances maß Sec 
be pubs before my Time, and various Avocatiom where 
can allo to go thorow theſe curſory Notes. Sure, 
Ere I enter upon the particular Heads, I ſhall lay Salvat 
down a few mn Conſiderations which relate to about 
them, all in Bulk; and thus our Way will be cleared Princi 
towards a more cloſs Diſquiſition. we all 
Firſt, They all are Matters of the et Weight, Eftate 
and have à large and mighty Influence upon the whole Cheift 
of — the Doctrine and Practice of the 
which. e either eſtabliſhed and confirmed, or under- 
mined and ſubverted, according to our Sentiments on of Go. 
theſe Heads, right or wrong, This is maniteft, and has ft 
yet will be further evinced in our Progreſs. Entra 
Second, It is equally clear and certain, that they, a new 
are Purpoſes of an univerſal Concernment; they ar; Infant 
not Matters which lie ſomewhat out of the Road d Years 
private Chriftians, and may be problematically diſputed, and g 
amongſt the more Learned, nay, the meaneſt are con fo; a 


cerned about them, and ought to be well founded an} about 
— diſtinct and in their Sentiments of if the 
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1 7 
Theſe Points OP 8 9" P in with the Exercife 
bern | of Religion, that no Perſon acquainted therewith, can 
| eſcape to be taken up about them, as will appear 
cans, | manifeſtly upon a ſingle Review of the Particulars 

CC. | already mentioned. 
ught Firũ, Sure each ene of Adam's Pofterity ought to know, 
and to be at ſome Point in what Relation he ftands te- 
off 24 wards this our common Parent; eſpecially for that the 
d 2 Relation of Elect Sinners to the Lord J eſus, the laſt Adam, 
Body? hath a very great Dependence upon what we hold as 
F the to our Relation unto the firft. This our worthy Divines 
ing I have well obſerved from the Compariſons plainly ex- 
ting _ preſſed in the Word, and denoted by the Particles as 

over-| and ſo, Rom. 5. from 12. 1 Cor. 15. 20, 21. Nor, 

s may| Secondly, Is our Concerament leſs about the State, 
ations wherein we make our firſt Appearance in the World. 
__ Sure, whoever they be, that lay to Heart their eternal 
I lay Salvation, muſt needs be taken up beyond all Things 
ate to| about their Eftate. And hitherto it has been a received 
leared Principle amongft theſe who point Heaven- ward, that 
ve all come (a) into the World in an untegenerated 
eight, Eftate ; this is our firft State. All whom the Spirit of 
Cheift convinceth of Sin, are to fee that they 
0) believe not in him, that they are Unbelievers, and 
that believeth not is (c) condemned already, the Wrath 
nts on of God abideth on him, This State of ion 
t, and! has ſtill been looked upon as our Eſtate from our 


Entrance into the World, uatil the happy Change by 
t they; a new Creation, whether wrought more early in an 
ey an Infant-ftate, in Childhood, or after Come Progreſs of 


whole 
. 
under- 


dad d Years; and even the moft eminently judicious, learned 
iſputed, and y Parents have always underſtood Matters 
fo; ir Prayers for, and Heart-concerament 


ai about their Children turned ftill on theſe Hinges. But 
qi the new Sentiments hold concerning what's ad- 


| (©) John 3. 18,36, 9 


- — — 


Seriouſneſs and favin ag On, Fa if that be certain, we 
have hitheno cherith 


we 


che Daum d. we may not think 
eſent Debaces on that Head, nor may we reckon the 


March | 
. $4 1% 14 () Hatch * 21, 2 ; 


Woo. + * 


light of the | def 


T2) 
Hell, or will fin, after the laſt Judgment. It 
all that fear God, a moſt engaging View of 
he Lord Jeſus, that be ſaves (a) his People from their 
ins. And the Sin of Hell has hitherto been the Hell of 
Hell, or the very worſt of it, in the Eyes of theſe, whoſe 
— were rightly — 12 But if . new 
Philoſopnical Schemes hings hold, Chiiſt's 
Scholars muſt go to School again; the cleareſt and 
ſweeteſt Straius of the ile of the: Souls about 
their eternal Eſtate, as hating and fearing the Sin of 
Hell more i an the Puwſhmert, have been mect ig- 
norance, Error, and Confuſion. Ard moreover, ac- 
cording to this Opinion, to be faved iim u is neither 
ſo great a Salvation, as we tock i: e. ner is it 
p_ to the Lord's Pecple ; for all we Devils and 
| Damn'd ( according to this Divinity) are I ueſs Cica- 
_ * tures, or will be ſuch after the 1» Judgment. Jo ch 
20 3 of the Matters debated amongft ws i 
theſe (3) laſt and periluus Days I now psf tir 
to the Particulars. lo far as the Deſign and convenient 
' Bounds of a Miſſive can allow. And, as to ams 
| federal Headſhip, er our firft Parents their beiug not 
only our natural Heads, as from whoſe Luins the 
whole Race of Mankind hath ſp: but that alſo 
y are our Heads ard Repreſentatives in a Covenant 
Relation. REESE L 
I ſhall 2 few preliminary Remarks before L 
| enter upon thar which I chiefly defign, viz. a Detectiom 
of the Gangrene and infeftious I] of Errors 
| diſſemirared in that Matter. 
Fit. It's mavifeft that our Neſlminſter Divines owng 
| and aſſert Adam's federal Headſhip 3 our | 
deſigus that Tranſaction by the expreſs Name of a Co- 
venant, and the Catechiſms are clear and full, That the 
Covenant was made with Adam, not only for himſelf, 
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I) Aan 1. 20, (b) 2 Din. 3. u and 1 Tim 
I, 2 1, 2. MY 
W. ; E but 
in e 


but for his Poſteriey© The hs edits tha 
ſeſſions of reformed Churches in this Matter, might 
alſo be 11. ſtructed, were that my Bufineſs ; but waving 
Purpoſes ut that Nature, | repreſent 3 
Secondly, That, beyond all Doubt, theſe eminent Di- 
vines ur deirſtand by the Term Covenant, ſuch a Cove- 
nant as can have Place betwint God and Man. No 
Perſon that feats the Lord, and hath any Regard for 
the Things of God, will ever entertain any Thought 
of ſetting that ſacred, folemn, and high Tranſaction 
upon the ſame Level with Covenants meerly humane; 
and hence, it's but a vain Attempt to ſeek Shelter from | 
the Charge of Error, upon ſuch a pitiful, and weak 
Thadh, Nevertheleſs, the Covenant ceaſeth not, f 
upon that Head, to be a Covenant in the true and} cepti 
proper Senſe of the Word, but in a Way ſuiting the Jen. 
Divine Glory, and competent to a Creature which hath Adam 
its All from its Lord, and is intirely»dependent upon that 
him. Here we have ( ſo underftood ), | tho” 
Firſt, The Parties contracting, our Sovereign Lord] Hanc 
upon the one Hand, and our Parents with their} Jy, I 
Pofterity on the other. 5 } Pare! 
, _ We have the Law of the Covenant written | not 1 
e Heart, excepting that poſitive Injunction about | Lion 
the forbidden Fruit. RE i ho 
Thirdly, We have the Threatning in Terms expreſs { Myf 
and pointed. | : | fora(\ 
 Founrthly, In the Threatning = Promiſe is contained, othe 
which alio is expreſſed particularly, and clearly in the] with 
more full Enatrativn of the Tranſaction afterward. that 
Fifthly, That Covenant had alſo Sacraments agreeable 
to irs Nature. Perfe&t Immunity from Death, and all 
Harm whatſoever was ſignified and ſealed by the Uſe 
required of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
89% long as they kept Covenant with their Lord, and 
held a: a full Diftance from every Degree of Breach, 
their Abftinence from the Fruit of that Tree, ſealed 
their Immunity from all Evil, 99 


3 


Lg 


* 


— 


| . 11 1 | 
ol their God, eben Thing in him, was in 
like Manner ſignified and ſealed by the Tree of Life, 
of the Fruit whereof they might have eaten, had they 
ftood, but their Fall ſecluded them from it: And to all 
' this our firſt Parents gave full Conſent, being created 
perfect. Theſe Particulars, with the ſcriptural Proofs, 
we have in our Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechiſms, 
which are in every one's Hands, and tneref te I need 
not quote the Paſſages, nor enter upon tue Probation 
, of a received Trurh, that may be eaſily found clearly 
evinced by our Divines againſt the Adverſaties of the 
Reformation, in their ſeveral Syftemes, or more parti- 
cular Treaties. So much for the third Remark. 
Fourthly, it's no Prejudice to this, that the ſolemn 
| Travoſattion is not particularly called a Covenant in the 
| facred Oracles; for beſides, that the Truth of the Ex- 
ception may be queſtioned, fee Hoſea 6. 7. Theſe like 
Men, or (as the Original and Margin hath it) like 
Adam, have trauſg reße Covenant. Beſides. | fay, 
thar the Truth of the Alled may be queſtio ed 2 
tho” it were fo, and we had not the Name, y-t no 
Handle is aff >rded hereby for denying the T. ing, name- + 
ly, Tnat the Lord made a Covenant with our firſt 
Parents, and with us their Poſte -i y in them. We have 
not the Word T.inity, not Inca n ition, nor Hypoſtatical ' 
' Union nor Sacraments, nor Sati faction to Juſt. e. in the 
whole Bible; but it were a horrible St c | to deny the 
Myfeeries thereby ex2: (29, upon ſuen weak A-counts, 
 foraſmuch as they are fully and largely exprefſ:d in 
other Words; ſuch Prerex's are of too near an Affinity 
with the long fince exploded $ cinian Quibblings. Bur, 
that I may proceed more cle towa-ds the ſpecial 
Deſign of theſe No es. viz. to detect che (a) Canker 
, or contagicus Inflieg.e of the Error. If it be denied, 
That this Tranſattion is properly a Covenant, and that 
r it de laid to be only a Law, tao? fortified with its 


(a) 2 Tim. 2. 17. 


B 2 Sanctions; 


4 the great Fundamentals of Religion, aad tl ey nece(- 


a 1 12 | 
5 Sanflions; and ir- Aas federal ip be not ſincere- | | 
ly owned, divers great and tundamemial Truths ſuffer 
exce2dingly, yea, and ſeem to te undermined conſe- | 
*n:ially by tis dangerous Erivr. Some of theſe [ 
It -04.deſcend upon to make good the Charge. 
 Fuſt, af our firſt Patents be not our federal Heads, 
and did not in a Covenant Relation repreſent us, I fee 
no Graund left for the Imputauon of their Sin to us. 
The Spit of he Lord's Teſtimomy (a) in the Word 
is plain, By ne Man's Diſobedience many were made Sin- 
ners; we all fined in the firſt {dam I need not re- 
peat the Arguments of eminent Divines, wno bave 
treated theſe Purpoſesexpreſly, nor can | add any Thing 
to their excellem Obſerves. It's plain that Adam fin- 
ned not as a private, but as a publick Perſon ; and 
hence his Sin is our Sin, we ſinned in him; that Sin 
is J. ſtly imputed to us, or reckoned on our Scure, The 
Corruption of our whole Nature proceeds frum our 
G..ilrineſs of that Sir, and is the juſt Puniſnment of 
our Quilt chereof. Tneſe, and other the like Parti- 
culars, are « f the greateſt Weight, as appertainiug to 


farily im ly our federal Relation to our fuſt Parents. 
A meer Law wil] not ſuffice, nor amount to a ſuffi- 
cient Ground for ſuppurting them. The Pofterity of | 
a Traitor, or other Criminal, may indeed ſuffer by their 

Parents trauſgreſſing the Law; the forfeited Eftare, 
and Honours, cannot in ini. Caſe deſcend to the Poſte. 
1 they are born under the Waiit of them, and come 
Into the World in a mean Eftate, without the Dignity 
and Wealth of their Pragenitors: And Parents may 
allo ſuffer by the Treaſons, or other Crimes of their 
Children, ir Ciſe of tize'r ſubfifting by them, or de- 
pending otherwiſe ugon them as to thei ſecular Con- 
cerns. B * !:yeth no Ground for bearing up our 


— 


(2) Gen. 2 6, 17. compare. with Rom. 5 from 12. = 


ty 20. aud 1 Cor. 15. 20, 21. 42 17. 16. 


ment thereof, 


—_ 


Ito repreſent the following Particulats in a few Words. 


v3 | | 
ud unde lente e about 
Sin, and the righteods Puniſh- 
fuch Events the Sin of the criminal 
Parent is not the Sin of any of his Pofterity ; it cannot 
be laid they commit the treaſonable Crime in him, and 
as little can they be teputed to die in him. Taey ſuffer 
indeed, and cannot eſcape to be the worſe of his 


Man's Fall, oti 


| Treaſon, for that the Injoymeuts of which the Parents 
' Treaſons do juſtly deprive him, cannot deſcend to his 
?7 Poftertty ; nevertheleſs the Treaſon of the Parents is 


not, in this Caſe, properly imputed to the Children. 
Parents, wh, in: the Uke Caies, depend upon their 


| Children for the N-ceſſrries of Lie, muſt ſuff:r in Caſe 


of tne juft Forteitur-'<f their Children for T;caſons, 

and other capital Crimes; but no Man will lay that 
the Farents, in theſe Eveats, de ſin in their Children, 
and die with them, iu Caſe of their being puniſhed as 
Traitors, or that the Sin of the Children is imputed to 
the Parents. This Argument I heard propoſed by the 
Reverend Mr. Vehſter in Face of the very Reverend 


General Aſſ-mbly. 


| Secondly, The Gangrene of this Error will manifeſtly 
appear, if we furthe: confider tue Compariſon which 
the Spirit of ine Lord makes betw xt tte (a) firſt and 
the laſt Adam in the ſorecned Pl::es of Scripture. This 
Conſideration lieth plain and open to any ſerious 
Inquirer, and to evince the Weigi! of it, I ſhall eſſay 


Firſt, The firſt aud laſt idam ate hoth publick Perſons, 


| and do, ſe v erally, repreſent t eſe wii, in the reſpective 


Tranſactions, are under them, and belong unto them 
their Heads and Repreſematives. The firſt Adam 
or falls for all nis Poſterity ; and our Lord Jeſus 

laſt 4dam repreſents, ſtood for, and purchaſed 


Glory, and every good Thing to all, and each 


"> Wo 


of 


' wundentoef in the eternal Counſel of Peace. 


having in ine Hands (may | fo 2 3 Stocks, 
tl 
himſelf, and all his Poſteri y. In ham we all die accor- 


One, upon whom Help is laid, according to the 
and doth as effectually and co 


Bis Poſterity, or they deftroyed themſclves in him: 77 
Ve all ſnned, and (f) came fhort of the Glory of God; ar 


but the laſt Adam came, according to the eternal Cc 


Thirdh, if the Covet ant of Works was not prope 


0 Rom. 3. 23. (8) Zech. 6. 13. 


[ 


Wt #7” | 
) whom b5 repicſdnted, and foe whom he | 


of theſe 


Secondly, With all due Reverence be it ſp to of 
im, who is the (b) Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and 
be expreſs Image of his Perſon, wiv is equal to, and 
one with the Father. They both have their ſeveral and 
Alls, who all, and each of them are treated, according 
to the Management of their reſpective Heads, as 


the All of the ſeveral Bodies, which they diverlly |, 
repreſent. . The firſt Adam forteited the Whole for 


ding to the expreſs (c) Sauction of the Covenant made 
with him, ard us. Andthelaft Adam, that (d) might 


Counſel, tne laft Adam, I fay, retrieveth theſe Rui 
leatly (ave his El 
i Adam (e) ruined all 


by Price, and Power, as the 


we failed in our Courſe, and in the very Eutry of it; thee 


pact, and he both began, carried on, and finithed the 
whole Werk in our Vice and Stead : He builds ( g ) bit 
Temple, and he only ſpall bear the Glory. 


2 Coverant, as can have Place betwixt God — 
Man, bur that there is no more in the Diſpenſatic [ng 
ſave a Law, s was bef. re mentioned, I think the E Jeſus bi 
hath a mA undermining Influence upon the whol = Ri 
Myftery ci Redemption: Hereof 1 tender the following] Works 
Paiticulars by Way of Inſtance. 4 : — 2 


(a) John 17. 6——g=—t9, 20. Zach. G. 12, — 
Iſa. 53. 1c, t. (b) Heb. 1. 5. Phil. 2. C. John 10. 3 
( Gen 2.17, (d) Hal. 89. 19. (e) Hof. 159 


K 


Firſt, OurLord Jeſus, adde lid and Repreſentative 
of all the Elect, ſatisfied, and merited to the full, by 
coming upto the utmoſt Demands of a broken Covenant. 
But, if no Covenant was made with our firſt Parents, 
and us in them; we have been in the Mift ever aither- 
to, and muſt fall upon new Metnods for unfolding the 
Covenant of Redemption and Grace. By this > Jn 
the only Redeemer came not in the Room of Ele& 
Sinners in the W. y of a Covenant, but did only obey a 
' violated Law, and gave an Equivalent for the Threat- 
ning, which all Divines ſay firuck againſt us, as well 
as Adam. We muft then contrive new, and perverſe 
Gloſſes for plain Texts which hitherto ſpoke a quite 
other Language in the Ears of the whole Body of found 
Divines, | the Lord's People throughout the 
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| ſaith the Lond, my Spirit that is upon thee, and my 


25 


new Divinity would, by neceſſary Conſequence, require 
us to underftand a Law, and no Covenant: And the 


% &O 
Z 


) M ber the federal Repreſentation. | 4 


el Secondly, Hence, as the Denial of Adam's federal 
J and) Headihip in the Covenant of Works lefi no Place fon 
tian de Imputation of Adam's Sin to us, fo if our Lord 
Eu Jeſus his Obedience unto the Death was not the fulfill 
what thar Righteouſneſs, which the broken Covenant 
lowing! Works required, I ſee not what Room is left for the 
—_— of (5) Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to the Elect, 
effectually called in Juſtification. The Imputation 


-—_ 


| Reformed Churches. (a) I will give thee for a Covenant 
to the People. As for me, this is my Covenant with them, 


't Fords which I have put in thy Mouth ſhall not depart from 
. thee, nor out of 1 thy Seed, c. Here the 


3-4 Paſſage, Rom. 5. from 12. and onward is full and clear 


of of Adam's Sin to all his Pofterity is built upon his federal 
Headſhip, and our Covenant Relation to him, and 
— Noonſequently, if the laſt Adam be not the Elects federal 
713 5 - ' 4 


| (a) Ila. 42. 6. and 49. 8. and 59. 21. compare 53. 10. 
d) fer. 23. 8. * Cor, 3, 29, 30. and 2 Cor. 3. 21. 


[ 16 } | 3 
- Head, as having according to the eternal Cour 

- Fulfiiled that Covenant, which we all broke in our fi. 
I underftand not how the laſt Adam can be & 
federal Head more than the firſt: And if ne be not 
properly 2 federal Head, there is 0 proper Imputationf „a 
of his Righteouſneſs in Iuſtification. _ 
Thus, Thadly, We are at a Non-entry 2s to any 
ſatisfying Account of that great and fundamental 
Article, namely the Jo ſtication of a Sinner before God, 
which (25 great Martin Luther obſerved) is ine Article 
of a ſtanding or falling Church. And ſeing tie ſeveral 
Lines of the Lord's gracious Diſpenſations do here 
meet, as in a nuble Center, I am ſurry that I have too 
good Ground to lament, that theſe new Schemes, ot 
zather old Errors revived, do not only ſadly difturb 
and contound the known and received Methods of 
Guſpel Grace, but alſo ur demune them, for the 

utmoſt I can ſee, upon the moſt deliberate and impartial 


Fourthly, Tho? all Things in Religion ought to be 
reduced 25 the Law and Teftimon® and — be 

ſqusted only according to ti. a. perfect Rule, yet in an 
intire Subordinatior to the Rule, we ougnt not to 
overlook ine harmonious Experiences of them who are 
exerciſed to Gudlineſs. In theſe Caſes the Spirit of 
God taketh ine Rule in his own Hand, and bringeth the 
whole Concernmeuts of awakned Sinners to it, as to 
Nature, Heart and Way, according to his ſeverally 
infiruftive, and convic:cing Workings upon the Heart. 
This challengeth a becoming (yer fill a ſubordinate) 
Deference to the Sentiments of ſuch as are moſt clearly 
inlighined, and have tne meſt digeft tence of 
_ Religion, in its Life and Power. It deſerves then a 
Juſt and ſerious Contideracior n its own Place, that 
Exerciſe, in all the Examples of it, I know, or 
ever have heard of, goeth upon a Chaia of Truths quite 
contrary to this new Theolegy. The humbled Sinne 
chargeta himſelf before God, as guilty of Adam's fit 
Sin, and moveth no Doubt about his having broken 


= a Lo 1 | | 

orenant with God in him. The Man according to 

God's own Heart, while deeply afflicted before God for 
T his Sin in the Matter of Uriah, purſues his Acknow- 
ledgements to the Fountain Head, (a) Behold I was 


- 0 * ſhapen 272 Iniguity, and in Sin did my Mother conceive Ne, 


and others, under the like Influence and Conduct 
F (according to their Meaſure) are of the ſame Mind. 
one of them dream they are under no federal Relation 
to 4dam. And their Praiſes are pleaſantly accent 
+ Ind raiſed to the higheft Pitch, upon ſweet Diſplays 
the laſt Adam, to whom, as a federal Head, they have 
their Recourſe by ſaving Faith. I think it not ge 
that the Abettors of theſe new Opinions ate (to ſpeak 
much within Bounds ] no Fri to the little Flock 
of exerciſed Perſons, ſeing the Lord's teaching obligeth 
. 
e. 

S8o much for the federal Headſhip. I go on to the 
nent Particular, viz. The State wherein we all are horn; 
| as Children of the firſt Adam. And fhall, 955 
» Firſt, Give an ingenuous Account of the Scheme, 
on theſe Heads that 1s now in Vogue with ſome dege- 
nerate Sons of this Church ng. 
Secondly, I ſhall eſſay to detect the Gangrene of theſe 

ouching the firft of rheſe, the Chain, the 
neareſt Inquiry I could make, conſiſts of theſe ing 
Particulars. | 

Firſt, After the fall of Man, the Covenant of Grace 
was twice revealed, and publiſhed to all Mankind ; 
namely, once to our firſt () Parents, while they were 
yet in Paradiſe, and again to (c) Noah, and his Family; 
after their Preſervation from the univerſal Deluge. 

Secondly, This Covenant of Grace was ſo far- made 
with them all, that all their Poſterity are born in ſuch 


D * 5) Gen. z. . 
re © 0953160 


— 


* 


18 6 
an Eſtate as is Rn with Salvation, call it what 
they will, and do therein remain, until they caft them- 
ſelves out of 22 3 that Salvation, _ one 
Way, or another, explicitely, or more implicitely, 1s 
kind, Ihe Sins of the interveening Parents, and 

the 

their Apoftaſy from the Faith, after that the Covenant 
of Grace was revealed, and publiſhed, as aforeſaid; 
theſe Sins (ſay they) cannot prejudice their infant Seed, 
(who have no Hand in them) and hence all Infants, | 
whether or without the viſible Church are 
born in the forementioned Eftate, wherein remaining 
they ſhall be ſaved, and as well, after a Jong Series of 
intermediate Generations, as if they had immediately | 
deſcended from theſe Parents, to whom the Covenant 
of Grace was publiſhed expreily. 
 Fowrthly, The Infants of Infidel Parents coming 
to the Power of Chriftians may be baptized, in Caſe | 

— the Chriftian Religion be duly under- 

ifthly, Infants, whether of Chriſtian or Heathenifh 


: therefore, we ſhould j chari- 
hope the beſt of all theſe Infams —— that 
erated, and ſaved by by Chriſt, through the 
ſame Way, with the Infants of believing | 


= 


1 wy" If God ſhould deny his ſaving Grace to any 
hs er. he would deal more ſeverely | 


in- | 1 


are probably of the Number | theſe 


he did with the fallen Angels, which | i 


8 
Severity no where inſinuated in Scripture, which, on 
the contrary declares, that his tender — G52 G00 
88 
„ This, with other Th 


-| the divers Errors contained in the juſt now mentioned 


uitable l 
Intent of theſe Notes, viz. 4 Detection of the Gangrene, 
Ce. I ineline not, nor do I think it neceſſary to exami 


Firſt, I cheerfully acknowledge that the Subftance of 
the Goſpel was publiſhed to our firſt Parents in (a) 


ng | Paradiſe, and quickly after their, and our Fall : Here, 


4 


nant 
in- 
Caſe 
der- 
nifh 
nber 
vari- 
that 
the 
ing 
any 
rely 
hien 
e of 
, On 
over 
the 
Race 
bate 
in 1 
and 


| indeed a (d) living Soul, but his Life he quickly loſt, 


(e) Iſa, 540 9. (d) 1 Cor. 15. 45. 
* 3 


1 confeſs, we have the Covenant of Grace very ner 
voulfly and compleatly in few Words. As to (5) Noah 
and his Family, I cannot diſcern it fo clearly, tho* the 
Covenant there mentioned ſecureth the Earth from be- 
ing any moe deftroyed by a Flood, and many Ages 
- afterward the (c) Stability of the Goſpel Covenant was 
compared to the Security, which the God of Truth 
— „ by Oath that the Earth ſhall be no more 
co) with Water. But whatever be of that 

theſe Diſcoveries of Grace will not infer the Lord's 
having brought their Poſterity into a Covenant-ftate, 


| or. an Eſtate of Favour, call it as you pleaſe. The 


Scriptures know no Head, nor Repreſentative in a Way 
| of Grace and Mercy, ſave only the laft Adam, nor do 
the Reformed Churches acknowledge any other. The 
firſt Adam was indeed our federal Head, and repreſented 

us all, but only in the Covenant of Works. He was 


and ſo cannot be an inlivening Head: That Glory is 
| iar to the laſt Adam, the a uickening Spiri 

hat the Lord —_— . rt Parents, I in- 
cline to think, and it is maniſeſt inthe Cale of Noah,who 


| (a) Gems 3. 14, Is, Cc. (5) Gen. 9. 8, 9, to, &c. 


was 


; 
| 


20 J. 


a (a) e and walked with 3 
God. Bur ſuch Benefits are perſonal, neither did they, | 
godly Parent repreſent their Pofterity in aj 


nor doth any 

2 |-covenant and ſaving — IS 61 
e Lord's Teſtimony concerni i ) 

is memorable. Adam 5 


after his own Image, called his Name Seth. Had 
tnis been ſaid of Cain, namely, that Adam him 
aiter his own as that Image is to the 


conſidering his great Wickedneſs : And as to Abel, it 
not that he had any Iſſue. But it's ſaid of 
Seth a Father of the Church, from whoſe Loins the 
Sons of God ſprung, (who were a Society diftin& from 
the wicked Pofterity of Cain, until a profane Mixture 
brought on the Deluge) to ſhew that no Perſon is, by 
his natural Birth, exempted from the Ruins of the 
* 12 of deter mu 22 then of 
the new Scheme is naught, the Superſtructure 
rr 5 
. Secondly, Nevertheleſs godly Parents have Ground 
to judge charitably, and to hope the beft concerning 


their Cnildren, who die in an Infant Eftate, and Infants | 


born within the viſible Church, are intitled to Baptiſm, 
and other Privileges, which I am not obliged to inquire 


into as to the preſent Debate. It ſufficeth that they | 


enjoy not theſe Privileges, as ented either by 


repreſ | 
Adam, or Mab, nor by an univerſal Covenant of Grace | 
made with them, nor are they common with them to | 


other Infants born of Heatheniſi Parents, and without 
the viſible Church. The Scriptures, and ina Suitable- 
neſs to them, our Conſeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, 
with theſe of the other Reformed Churches, ate clear 
on this Head, and teach, 

Faſt, That the viſible Church conſiſts of all thoſe 


throughout the World that profeſs the true Religion, | , 


with their Children. 


— — — 
* . = * : 


| (a) Gen, 6. 9. (b) Gen. 5. 3, 


Image of God, ſome might have cavilled ; no wonder, | 


at a Son in his own Likeneſs, | f 


— 
* 


and of Parents who profeſs nat the true Faith, may 


off, as for Inftance, it's 


modeft E 
| Semblances, and a Sort of fair Vehicles of the deadly 


7 Fs \ | 
Secondly, That 8. are given to theni 
only, and the known Church P::vileges belong to them 


alone. | 
Thirdly, That Infants born without the viſible Church, 


not be baptized. 
- Fourthly, That out of the vifible Church, there is 


no ordinary Poſſibility of Salvation. Theſe are our 


received Principles, which have been largely declared, 
and evinced from the Scriptures by the whole Body et 
found Divines, who have treated theſe Purpoſes, and 
] need not copy what they have excellently wricten ; 
the Truths ſpeak very plainly for themſelves, being 
clearly and plentifully (a) fer down in the Word, t 


only obſerve, that by the tore-memioned Scheme, the 


ancient Land marks are removed. | 


Thirdly, The modeſt Expreſſions wherewith it's fet- 
probable that all Infants, 
dying in Infancy, are ſaved, c. It's probable they 
ate of the Number of the Elect, &c. We ought to judge 
charitably, and to hope the beſt conceraing them, c. 
And, in Caſe any ſuch come into the Power of Cnxi- 
ſtian Parents, they may be baptized, &. Ce. Theſe 
ons, I am ſorry | mult fay, are meer 


Poiſon. Error is modeſt in its firſt Approaches, but 
afterwards it ſpeaks more reſolutely, according to the 


Entertainment it finds. For inſttuct ing wnat l ad- 
vance, let it be fairly conſidered, that the Scheme afſ-rts 


the Birth of all Infants in an Efate, Wnerein con- 

tinuing, they ſhall be ſaved; and allo their Con- 

tinuance in that Covenant-ftate uatil they caſt them- 
| | | 2 e 


(4) t Cr. 1. 12. & nt. 13, c. Hal. 2. 8. Rev, 7. 
9. Rom. 15. from 9. 1 Cor. 7. 14. t 2. 39. Ezck. 16. 


| from 20. 1 Cor. r2. from 28. Eph. 4 from ut, Alte. 
| 28. from 19. Ja. 59, 21. See more in our Confeſſion, 
Chap. 25. | N 8 


ſelves 


. L222 Þ 
ſelves out of.it. - Nod 1 men fox, that this inferreth a 
Train of Conſequences, which amount to what I have 


advanced; and tor a further Detection ofthe Gangreae, 


ſelect, of , theſe following. 
: Fo, If all Infants þe born in a Covenant.flate, or 


an Ettate of Favour, as was mentioned, then it is not 


meerly probable, but certain that dying in their Infant 
Eftare, they ar: ſaved; for if any of them, dying In- 
fants, ſhould miſs Salvation, it would neceſſarily fol- 
low, That one might 


Parents, as Acceſs may be h 
zed, and their ion, 


{ay, that in this Caſe, there is no 
holding the Seal from them, ſeing 
vepant? They may die in their 
ſaved; and as to their Education, 
that the ſane gracious Lord, who has already brough 
them into Covenant with himſelf, as the 
will find Ways for it, and it may be left on 
2 none could be found to undertake. But 
* 


nion rendereth all the Privileges of Infants born within 
the viſible Chyrch, utterly voi 
ſer upon the ſame Level, whether they 


or without the Church, whether of or un | 
godly god- 


Iy Parents, whether under the old, or new T 
Diſpenſation of the Covenant of Grace, there is no 
Difference, they are all deſcended of Adam and Noah, 
and born within the Covenant; fure the Scriptures 


carry | 


Thirdly, I can more poſitively aſſert, that this Opi- 


live and die in the Covenant of 


it 1s preſumable, 


o& 


they are 


you, and of gar 
our God ſpall call. The Lord deſigneth them 
dren, who are born within the viſible Church, in Op- 
ſition to theſe who are born without it, ſuch Privi- 
then are not common. | | 55 
' Fourthly, According to this Scheme, I ſee not what 
Reaſon Parents, of any Sort, have to deſire the Life, or 
dewail the Death of their Infant Children, for if they die 


| Infants, they are ſaved, hut in Caſe of their living be- 
yond that Age, their Salvation is at beſt very 
| and ſure even common Senſe would ſay that a Certain- 


uncertain ; 


FTF 


mis new Scheme ) are once in Cov 


As BN 


ty, and in fo great a Matter, is to be preferred to an 
Uncertainty: Every wiſe and good Man would take 
the Meaſure fo in his own Caſe, and aſſuredly the like 
loving Concerninent were due from him to his Infants, 


who come forth frum his Loins, and are Parts of him- 


ſelf. Many other abſurd Conſequences, as A 
of this laft, might be mentioned, but I wave them. 
Hfibh, This new Divinity would carry us over to 
the Camp of the Arminians, as having a moſt unftiend- 


Thing, do notwithſtanding fall 
_ away totally and finally; all Infants (according to 
| 's or in a State 
| of Salvation, which is equivalent, for no Salvation 
| proceeds from the Covenant of Works, but that many 
of them do apoſtatize after that they ate 
8 I think no ſaber Perſon will doubt. 
S:xthly, Touching the Number of the ſaved, the 


Error in this is but acceſſory, being a Conſequence of 


, (a) t Gor. 7.14. A752. 39. Ezok. 16. from 20, c. 
| the 


14 


. wherein Adam's 
Pofterity are faid to be burn, and alſo of others more | 
principal, which belong to the Scheme : For if all who 
die Infants, both within and without the Chutch, are 


the chief one, concerning 


faved, a great Deal are added to the Number. The 
Teſtimonies of the Spirit of Truth in the Word ate 
clear and full in the Matter, and do clearly inſtruct, 
thar the faved are few. Eminent Divines have gather- 
ed, and fet them down in their Syſtemes, and other 
Writings, and they are well ſumm'd up in a Print lately 
emitted for detecting ſome of .Profefior Simſon's Errors. 
A vaſt Deal of the World is covered with the groſſeſi 
heatheniſn Larkneſs, and abc minable Wickedneſs, in 
Worſhip, and Way, and much ot the reſt is drenched 
in fundamental Errors, groſs Idolatry, and other de- 
teſtable Works of the Fleſh, few profeſs pure Truth 
even in Fundamentals, and of theſe, who can tell; 
how many are utterly ignorant of the very firſt Prin- 
ciples, or openly profane, and ſcandalouſly wicked to 
their laſt. And if (as we muſt ) we alſo detract from 
the Number ofthoſe who have only a meer (a) Form; 

and die (6) Hypocrites, more groſs or ſubtil, the 
Number will be exceedingly diminiſhed; It's a new, 
and ftrange Language in the Churches of Chtift ; and 
it cannot elcape to cffend chriftian and ſober Ears to 
neara Strain of Teaching fer out under the Shew of ſub- 
lime Wiſdom, and yet ſo patly contradicting the plain 
Letter of the Word, and without any Shadow of Scrip- 
tural Grovnds adduced to inſtruct it, namely, That 
the Number of the ſaved is comparatively great, pro- 
tably equal to, or than that of the Damn'd, 
That they are abſolutely, and in themſelves a (c) 
great Number, known only to God, and which none 
can tell, who of found Divines ever doubted? The 


> 


| 


Word is full, and pointed. (4) Strait is the Gate, 
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(a) Ron. 1. 13. 18. 19, 20. (b) 25 f. 13. & 27. $| = 


Mat. 7. 22, 23. & 25. 11, 12, (c) Kev. 7. 9. 
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mony 
f puny be allowed to fc 
randem, and to coin Articles of Faith at their Pleaſure, 
become of Religion ? and what Security can 
| we have for any one Anicle thereof? We are told 
: That the little Flock is to be underſtood only 


forſooth, 


- > 


— 


: .. 
„ 


1.1 

of our Lord's Diſciples, and ſome others preſent when 
theſe Words were [poken, a little Flock indeed, and 
a very narrow Expoſition, but will theſe Men of Wil- 
dom ſay, That the Kingdom is alſo confined to Chrift's 
Diſciples, and theſe others, and that this Text allow- 
eth to nu other the Comfort of being Heirs of Glory, 
I turn the Canon upon our Antagonifts, and aſſert 
that this Text muſt be underſtood of thele who, by | ment 
their heavenly Fatt. er's Good-will, ſhall be brought to 1— th 
Heaven, and they, tho' a little Flock, yet I hope am venants 
greater than that of Chriſt's Diſciples, and ſome — the Wor 
s aforeſaid. Moreover, the whole Context is I 

(22 with one Breath, fear not, ſeek ye the King * of of fa 
give Alus, &c. $&c. View moe before and 
the Words ; are all theſe. Things NY ty with 
Chiift's Diſciples, and a few others then preſent ? and Atheifts 
are the Cautions and Comforts wy pr jor — wo them 
fulneſs only given to hem ? Our Lord Jeſus aid allo : Offers g 
to his Diſciples, Let not your (b) — be troubled,| ate they 
ye believe Freren In Fiber i implicice 
Aa. are many Anſions, 8c. Doth this only concem Promiſe, 
Chrift's Diſciples ? be ſaid tikewiſe to Peter in part! vation is 


E T have prajed for de thee, that 1 Fail fail verſion | 


and may no other int Cordial? either w 
— would pane but ſorry Comforters of de · Conſeſſic 
— and at this Rate a gr ext Dinl of theimere en 


8 Ute ; fuck Second 
3 W 


Lale 18 b I, 
t Ni. N N 


hen 
Wiſ- 1 am loth to repeat id Arguments 
ift's bens Divines aqui this e Opindtn 


ow-| Fauſt, The Accounts we have in Scripture 
Light of the 805 


lory, | the State of the Heathens before the 
len | pel ſhined amongſt them, are far contrary to this Senti- 
„ by | ment at that Time, they were without Chrift, ( a) Aliens 
Ad from the Common- > of Iſrael, Strangers from the Co- 
> are| venants of Promiſe, having no Hope, and without God in 
— the World. Now, as any ſober and unbyaſſed Perſon 
— this Accuat with the elledged univerſal Offers 
vation, and I could to their own Con- 


am of 
Alter ſciences about the Deciſion ; they are without Chriſt, 
y © 


J without Hope, c. &5'c. Yea without God ( or 
and] Atheifts ) i in che World, and yet Salvation is offered 
Care| to them all in an implicite Way. I aſk, Do not theſe 
| allo; Offers giv ve Hope? how are they then without Hope ? 
— r is offered, tho” 
ber! — are they Strangers to the Covenants of 
norm Promiſe, and without God in the World? and yet Sal- 
part. vation is tendered to them all. It were a horrible Per- 
þ fail verſion of the facred Text, ſhould it be reconciled 
dial? either with this or the firſt Chapter of our 
pf de-| Confeſſion of Faith. Nothing, I would think can be 
of the more contrary. 
3 ud Scondh, I would fain know how this Salvation is 
; Nay, offered to all; aſſuredly there is no Salvation but 
* u Chrift ; (5) There is no mf be ſaved. Cruſt hen 
22 Men, where we aved. Chriſt then 
Way, muſt bas Way ＋ 41 made Fad morph 
band preaches him ? the Works of Creation 2nd 
* not the Goſpel Covenant, and no Im- 
2 are leſt upon the Con- 
1 ** 28 
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ine 


— 


- 


not before his Fall, how then can his 
any Thing of that bleſſed Contrivance, without 
| Revelation ? had not the Light diſplaying this 
Myftery broke out in Paradiſe, even the Seraphims 
could never have known any Thing about it. 
Thirdly, The Apoftolical Reaſoning on this Head, is 
clear and full, and ſetteth the whole Matter in much | i 
ſatisfying Evidence. (a) How then ſball they call on him in 
whom they have not believed ? and how ſhall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard ? and how ſhall they hear 
without a Preacher ? and how ſhall they preach except they 
75 2 * &c. 3 All 1 — 3 _ 
ü armg, 1 hearing ” 7 "OT 4; 
heatheniſh Nations want the Word, and Hearing, and 
= of K otdi 
ay. It is true, the glorious Golpel was carried 
 thorow much of the Earth. Have (I) they not heard? 
pes, verily ( ſaith the Lord) their Sound went into all the 
Earth, and their Words unto the Ends of the Worll, 
(Words allufive to the (c) Courſe of the Sun) Bu] $ 
the Candleftick was, by Reaſon of the Abule, — 
removed from many famous Churches, and heathe ni 
Darkneſs covered theſe Countries. 
 _ Eighthly, As to what's alle .namely, if Gol] it 
ould deny his ſaving Grace to Infants, dying in Ir]. rej 
ncy, he would deal more ſeverely with them than he 
did with the fallen Angels, Cc. I repreſent the f 
lowing Remarks for unvailing the Gangrene. 
Fit, The Teftimony of the Spirit of Truth in the 
Word is plain, and pointed, viz. By the Diſobedience g 
one, were made Sinners. (d) Infants that com 
into the World guilty of Sin in and hence the 
is no Severity in the Lord's dealing, tho? he deny hi} 
ſaving Grace to them. It is only of fiee Mercy, ihn 
Chrift, that ſaving Grace is given to one or other; a 


(a) Rom. 10. 14,15. (b) Rom, 10,18. ( 


e 
19. 4. (d) Rem. 5. 19, : 1 600 
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| Fo” not all, are eternally ſaved. 


þþ within the viſible Church; for, giving, tho' not 
ing what the Scheme alledgeth, viz. That the 

be Of ers of Salvation are made to all, it muſt needs be 

| yielded, and the Scheme alſo acknowledgeth, that 

| theſe Offers are but dark and implicite, as made to 
ter] Heathens, and therefore it may be preſumed they are 
not fo quickly, nor eaſily made evident to the Conſci- 
ence in the Caſe of Heathens, as in that of theſe who, 
| being train'd up within the Boſom of the viſible Cnurch, 


c ) 26 


enn 


lit. 


(a) Matth. 20.15, (b) Rom. 6. 2 | e) Heb. 2. 16. 
(d) Maith, 19. 13, 14 11 | 4 0 40 


do enjoy theſe Offers in 
manifeſt to the Conſcience, 
reputed both ſooner, and alſo more heinouſl 
the rejecting them, than they, without the 


the the Guile - 7 rejeting Salvation offered, until 
that it is offered; and ſcing it is not eaſy (if poſſible) 
according to the Scheme, to determine how, or when 
the Salvation is offered to Heathens, and therefore 
many of them die, before they can be reckoned to know, 
and re ject the Salvation offered, whereas all this is clear 
in the Caſe of theſe who are born within the viſible 
Church; it muſt needs be better with Heathens than 
with Chriftians to the Scheme, for many 


Heathens die before they « can be reputed to have _— 


the offered Salvation, and fo they are ( 
the Scheme) eternally ſaved, whereas 


at juſtly i 

_— bright Sun-ſhine of the glorious Goſpel. Ler this 
rr 

a morally ſerious Uſe of the 


Purpoſe ſhortly and clearly, I ſhall, 
——_— in ome ſow Polcions what we may 
to in 
rer: "I 
Secondly, It vill be neceſſary to fiate fairly the Errors 


venred in this Matter. 
Hereupon, Thirdly, I muſt effay to unvail the eating 


| Canker,or Gangrene, by ſhewing the dreadfu] Tendency 


of theſe Errors. 


And, in the Whole, Jet our Eyes be towards the 


Lord, * — and may 


— —_ 


(* en 152. | Joby 15. 22, ® PRA 


goon to the third, namely, The Connexion betwixt 
Means, and the | 
Attainment of ſaving Grace. And, for treating the 
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* Secondly, The eternal, and immutable Decree, not 
) Grace and Mercy in their eternal Salvation, but G) 


| and thus Goodneſs and Mercy ſpall 


[ 34 1 


| his Strength be perſected in our Weakneſs. As to the 


render the ng Ren, | 
Firſt, Our ſovereign Lord did, all Eternity, by 

of Election, (a) ſer ſome of Adam's Race 
apart for the Injoyment of everlafting Life. 


only fixeth the End, via. The Maanifeftation of ſoverei 


doth alſo rake in all-theſe Means, in the Uſe of which, 
the Lord will effectually carry them to the End of their 
Hope, the Salvation of their Souls. 

Hence, Thirdly, Every ele& Perſon is under a ſpecial, 
and tender Care of Providence, which, in many fecret 
and efficacious Ways, fo ordereth, and over-ruleth 
their Purpoſes, and Motions, and hedgeth them about 

on all Hands, in ſuch a Manner, that, without their 

__ and often contrary to their ſtrongeſt, and 

determinate Inclinations, they are led by an un- 

ſeen Hand, and fiated from Time to Time in ſuch 
Circumftances, wherein the fixed and efficacious Decree 


(c) Love, in which ſhall come unto 
their Souls, not in Ford only, but alſo in (d) Power, 
N of their Tires woril hey e ar lengnh 
s of th zwes, unti at 
to dwell in che Houſe of the Long (e) for ever. Serious, 
and humbling Reflections on the ſeveral Strokes of this 
Conduct afford the Believer many a ſweet Feaſt within 
2 of Time, Nr 
rious Contemplation in igher Houſe, 


” (a) Eph. . 5, & 2 Thefſ. 2. 23, 24. (b) 1 Pee. 1. 2. 
Eph. f. 4. & 2. 10. N 


the glorious 


8 


8. 30, Ce. c. (c) Exek. 16.8. (d) t t. 4, J. 
(e) Hal. 23. 6. G Rev. 7+ > Ok * 


Fourth, 


1 
FourtL ly, Beyond all Iaanlr of Doute, there is hers 
2 Connexion betwixt the Uſe of Means, and the At 
tainment of ſaving Grace, and in theſe Ways the ele& 
Perſon is effectuaſſy raiſed to a State of Blefſed- 
neſs in the full Injoymemt of his God for ever: Bur the 
Connexion is not founded upon the morally ſerious Uſe 
of theſe Means fo, as to verifie this Poſition, viz. 
 Whoſoever ſeriouſly uſeth the Means, ſhall attain ſaving 
Grace. It's to be reſolved intirely into (a) the 5 


in the | 
r wheth 
the Wins 
all not 
the Lor 


Decree, and Counſel of Peace about the Salvation of i en 


definite Number of Sinners, and into the Purchaſe of 
that Salvation made by the Lord Jeſus for them, t 
ther with the effectual Application of the purchoted 
Salvation, begun, and carried on to the utmoſt by the 
8 Y 5 XX. 4 
hence to | cree and Pro- 
vidence of God 4 theſe Matters, foraſmuch as all 
due In t for uſing theſe Means is liberally 
afforded us by a preached Goſpel. No Duſt can be 


Elect. For the Decree is utterly unknown to us, and 


Out eternal Eftate, but alſo as to our Interprizes in! 
Time, and therefore, it's no Part of our Rule, nor art 
we to take our Meaſures by it. We know not ordina 
what the Lord hath determined concerning the Iſſus 
of our ſecular Buſineſs ; yet no wiſe Man ſuſpends hit 
Undertakings upon his being at a Point concerning 
what ſhall be the Event: Such Madneſs would put ag 
e Nay, common 
© ſpe aks , Scriptures declare plainly 
the Way we ſhould chuſe, and which is ordinarly taken 


_—_—_ 
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juſtly raiſed from the Decree, Purchaſe and Conduſt, © 
all which do confine that ſure Connexion to the Lordi 


to every Creature, and not only is it unknown as @ 


| (a) 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. Rom. 8. 30, Sc. Ia. 33. 40 


Zech. 6. 12, 13. Fobn 10. 27, 28, 29. & 14, 16, 17 
& 


26 Ce. Ge. (b) Rom. 9. 19. 


ing of Peace, or Redemption-covenant, fo neither do we 
al [know 
of 4 ence, 


| unge 
— 75 = the Lord. 
. | ſecret Things unto ard. U 
_— ement our gracious 
- +6 | towards the Uſe 


Jeſus in patticular repreſented in the. Council 


icularly whom he 


| repreſented in his Obedi- 
and when he cffered up himſelf a Sa- 
Divine Juſtice. Theſe, (5) and other 
the whole, 
hath given 
| inffituted Means; I acknowledge 
the Well is deep, and there are Difficulties in the Mat- 
ter, worthy the moſt ſerious Inquiry of the ableſt Di- 
* L humbly tender the ſubſequent Poſitions as 


ky 


they to whom the Goſpel 
have the ſame Adventure in the 
Salvation. It were moſt juſt with the 
grateful}, that we have any Ven- 

[ Princes amongſt Men 
they eaſon to be than and would 
Shadow for Cavilling in the like Caſes. Let 
were it to the very laſt, at the Footſtool of that 
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IO, 1. (bd) Deut. 


19. 2H, | 
F (e) Lad, 


Ads 13. 26. 
„ 


LMI 
Lord, wheſe tender Ales 2 Iver all lin l. t 
(a) knows what a God of infinite Power and Com ſſwer, 

on may do againſt C 
Secondly, The Lord hath eftabliſhed a firm and in iar Con 
diſſoluble Connexion betwixt Faith and Salvation. post an- 
is an eternal Truth, viz. He that (5) believeth, an is take | 
is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. This we ought to believetheir co 
_ firmly, and no Perſon to whom the Goſpel is preached diſperſec 
hath any Shadow of Ground to entertain the leaſt He Sums C 
fitation about it; and it carrieth deſirable Encourage, for the 
ment to all. | yield ir 
| Thirdh, Every one to whom this glorious Goſpel ii flaring | 
preached, is commanded, invited, and fully warranted! for gain 
to receive the offered Salvation. The Lotd Jeſus (e] ſpecial 
Ao Wi ain- whe wa 
free and full Lie wats nts av = 


ive 
dut of Babel; ſo the glad Tidings of Salvation beat unto th 

doo by” 
el 
as made of God unto us (e) WV: 
 Sandiification, and compleat e 
_ Fowthly, We muft indeed acknow 
t Power, in a Way of ſovereign 
_ rich Mercy, can determine the ſelf-deftroyi 

any] they aj 


Gg Nee many 
the yet the determining Choice be only the Effet & Churcl 
| ſpecial and irr-ſiftible Grace. I know, proud Natur ferne, 
_ will cavil, ** (f) yet find Fault ? for who B Seco 
refiſted his Will ? But, as ts Obgection ftrikes plainly is plai 

ar the Apottolical Doctrine, which is ours in the Mat 7 


that 


© (a) 2 Chron, 33. tt, 12, 1. 4 2.37. 1 Cor. & — 
8. Sc. (b) Mak 16. 16. (e) Iſa. 65. 14 
om. 40.21. [d) Exra 1. 2, 3, 4 (e) 1 Cor. , (a) 

29,30. (f) Rom 9. 19. 1 


rieth the Matter à quite contrary Way. While out 
Chrift, we are (a) darkned in the Undertanding, at 
alien ted from the Life of God, through the Ignorance 
that is in us; without Faith it i impoſſible to pleaſe God, 
c. and whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin, 8c. Lea, at 
fo pointed is the Account, beyond what Seraphin 
themiſelves could have contrived, that we are declare 
in the Word to be, not only darkned in the Under 
ſtanding, but Darkneſs it ſelf, not only Enemies in ow 
Minds by wicked Works, but even Enmity it ſelf, a Com- 
pound of Darkuets and Enmity, and in a State of meet 
Death in Spirituals. Now, after all this, io aſſent 
ſure Connexion betwixt a $art of Seriouſneſs that i 
| fometimes found in th of Men for a while, 
ſaving Grace is an lon of fuch Blindneſs, as [; 
cannot Characterize. gi 
Feurthly, I confeſs moral Seriouſneſs is deſirable in it 
ſelt; yet I cannot aſcribe it to cer Nature, it is: ing 
Gift of God, and made uſeſul by him in its own Sphere: 
Nevertheleſs it is ſo far from being neceſſarily com 
nected with Salvation, that Aitainments of a higher 
Pitch come ſhort both of Grace and Glory. I incline aſk ſ. 
not to repeat the known Docttine of ſound Divines o 
theſe Heads. Every private Chriftian knows, thatthey ſhall 
may be inlightned and tafte the good Word (b) & _ 
oy * 82 of — World to come, Cc. — 
away ſo, that there's no renewing them again in Fa 
| 8 The Spirit of God declares in ex- be op 
preſs Terms, That the Things which accompany Sail mand 
vation, are berter Things. What more could be de: to us 
fired to determine this Matter? Theſe mentioned, are 


(2) Eph 4. 18. & 5.8. Col. t. 21. Heb. 11. 6. Rom, 
14 23. & 8. 7, Ce. (h) Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6,—9. 1 On. 
13. I, 2,3, Ofc | bY 


| n 


re e. 

| Things which accompany Salvation, are other, and 
$ C be 8 | ny _ 
out Fift L freely acknowledge Goodneſs, 
„ and Mercy of our gracious Lord in vouchſaving on vs 


| abundant Incouragement to (a) wait upon him, and 
the Commands or Exhortations * full of Mercy, viz. 
(b) 4k, and ye ſhall receive, ſeek and ye ſpall find, &c. 
Hence, beyond all M:ner di. Doubt, however we be 
ſtared, all of us, yea even the moſt wicked, ought to 
be (c) aiming at theſe Duties conti-wuatly. Neverthe- 
leſs, teing, without Faith it 1s impoſſible to pleaſe God, 
and whatjoever is not of Faith is Sin, we may not think 
any aſking, or ſeeking hath a ſure Connexion with. 
$aſvation, (ave the (d) aſking in Faith, which is of a 


— 


27 88 


7 


7 


Nature quite different from moral Seriouſneſs. 
It is excepted that the Command encourageth 


aſking the very firft Grace; the Exhortation being 
given to all promiſcuouſly,andtherefore muſt needs imply 
a neceſſary Connexion bet wixt the morally ſerious aſk- 
ing and receiving of theſe who are yer intirely deftituce 
of ſaving Grace. I anſwer, Firſt, The Exception and 
cor the Argument therein implied, prove too much, and 
her Hence can conclude nothing. For it is evident that many 

alk ſeriouſly, who yet fall off and never obtain (e), 
many will ſeek to enter in at the ſtrair Gate, who yet 
 fhall not be able. Secondly, Take the Words in the 
plain Meaning, and ine Nature of the Connexion will 
manifeſt, namely, Aſe in Faith, ſeek. knock, bur 11 
in Faith, and ye thall receive, ye ſhall find, and it ſhall 
de opened ro you. But you will ſay that theſe Com- 
mands or Exhurtations are given to the Multitude, and 
to us all, aud incourage thoſe who have no Grace nor 
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(a) Hal. 27. 14. & 31.24. & 130. 5. vel 2. 12. 13 
75 ohn 3.9. (b) Marth. 7. 7. (e) 2 Chron. 53. 3 

(d) Luke tt. 9. James 4. 3. (e) Luke 13. 24. Hal. 78 
34+ 35, 36, 57. Faith, 


ing ſtrange in it tnat they 
rech Theile Commands, when bleſſed, carry 


1gth with them. This our Lord commanded Sia 

b 

85 

ond 

th 

don of | the ſe 

_ Gud; I that hear 5. 26. | towar 
= Thirdly, Though they who of cor- 
ropt I 
is natural and corrupt, yet it were an iniquous Impu- 
tation upon the Holineſs of our Lord to ſay he com- 
mands r 
Way. Fourthly, If after all, it ſtill be that Per- 
ſons in a natural State have | to expect 
ſaving Grace upon their aſking it, let it be further 

_ conſidered, L uixed by the Lord | 8 

proceeds from hungering and thi: Deſires, which 
are both Duty on our Part, and a _ 

of Grace with Power upon the Soul, a | neſs as 


we have no Ground to doubt but that ſuch Aſkers ſhall [0 
receive. () Our Lord fills the with good Thi inner 
ut the rich he ſendeth empty away. (c) Bleſſed are th from o 
that hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, otherwile, 35 | Scheme 
a Sort „t aſking withour that Senſe of Need, is not | we oug 
that aſking which the Lord requireth, tho it wer makes | 
morally ſerious, ſo Scripture and Experience abundantly \. not the 
ſhew that ſuch aſking is far from having a certain Con- Onhoc 
nexion with Salvation. If it be urged, That Faith 


cangot be ſought in Faith, ſcing the in Faith 


n 


(9) Ak i (c) Math 5.6. 


a 
, ] 
— 


| from 35. here the Connexion is betwixt the Beginning, 


— 


J 


Notes can allow, I proceed in the 


l PIO 
paſeth our havidg # already. 1 anſwer, The 
not any Difficulty in aſſerting, Tnat ſomewhat of 
Faith is wrought initially in the very aſking, when 


ll | the Command comes with Power, and more is given 


as the Return of Prayer, Mark 9. 23, 24 Jobn 9. 


and Advances of a faving Work of Grace. 
Sixthiy, 1 know that a Covering for this Error is 


t | ſought, by reſolving the Connexion into the eternal 
| 


Decree, and, fo underftood, there is nothing ſaid be- 
we what any piivate Chriftan knows; wao doubts 
ut that in this Senſe there is a ſure Connexion betwixt 


the ſeveral Links in the whole Chain of Providence 


towards the Elect, and ſuch as ſhall iſſue into Grace, 
and from one Degree thereof into another until 
_ State do crown the Work (a). But the 
Fallacy lieth in this, namely, they take ene Decree not 
in the received Orthodox Meaning, but in a Pelagiar 
Senſe, which makes the diſcriminating Stroke to be in 
the Hand of the wretched Sinner, contrary to the joint 
and harmonious Suffrage of all the Reformed Churches, 
Mz. The Decree, as they underſtand ir, placeth the 
Sinner in favourable Circumſtances; and amidſt 2 
Train of Motives which he taketh by the right Handle 
and accordingly reſolves upon ſuch a Courſe of Seriouſ- 
neſs as bri him over into a gracious Eftate by 2 
ood Uſe of his natural Powers. Thus the wretched 
caſts the Ballance, and makes himſelf to differ 
from others. So much for the third Branca of the 
Scheme, I go on to the fourth, viz. The ultimate End 

we ought to propoſe to our ſelves. The new Divinity 
makes this chief End to be the Happineſs of Man and 
not the Glory of God, as the received Sentiments of 
Orthodox Divines, and of the Proteſtant Churches had 
133 17 
6 ras 


Purpoſe ſo far as the Deſign of theſe 
| Method, 


ears 


(a) 1 Cor. 4. 7 


8 1 — —_—_ —_— ** 
Y * 
0 * 


Faſh 


Firſt, I ſhall no. Bice hs Head a little, 


and io remove Miftakes by ſetung down a few Poſitions, other 
Secondly, it will be to — ſome Diſcovery of _ 


the Gangtene of Error in the Matter. 
Touching the firſt Point | repreſeut, Furſt, However 
it were righteous with God to turn us all into Hell, 
Death, in its full Compaſs, being the juſt Demerit 2 
of every Sin, and ſo much is Ecknowledged 
humbled Sinner, and implied in (5) ftopping of by 
Mouth ; yet it were horrible Impiety to intertain the 
leaſt Indifference about this great Matter. 22 Do = 
us ( ſaid humbled Iſrael of old) ſeemeth good 
_ thee ; whatever Stroke be Hed, all is juſt and 
and throughly deſerved ; yet thus hindereth not in the | 
leaſt, but qualifieth the moſt earneſt Deſires of Deli- 
verance, which ought to proceed from the Bottcm of 
our Hearts, Only /ave us this Day. It i not 
| bur really highineth juſt Earneſtnels, that Deliverance, 
_ — — Kind, for Time, and Eternity, be 
humbly implored in the Name of Chriſt, as (d) Gifts 
altogether free. It is then a moft wicked and 1mpudent 
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 Aſperſion, to claſs ſuch as are exerciſed to Godlineſs | Schul 
amongſt the impious Herd of the Jhſickr, and to 22 
alledge againſt honeſt Miniſters that they teach it as a he 

| Branch of Self denial, viz. That we ought to be denied - mn 


ts our own Salvation. Secondly, Tho? our props 
the Honour of God to our ſelves as our ultimate 
| cannot be ſevered from our e:ernal Salvation; 


Rt 
1115 


| therefore it is a certain Truth, that whoever they be = 

that thro? Grace, point at the Glory of God as their _ a 

chief End, ſhall undoubtedly attain Salvation; yet 38 

there is ſo much of Difference betwixt them, that they . 

can and do admit diftin&t Conſiderations: And in te gun ff. 
Exetciſe of the Mind about them the Ballance ſwa wayetlf 

| — ſometimes "I and ſometimes the 7 

behold J. 

PETRI or 3 — (a) 4 

3- from 24. | Ram, 9. 
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but Salva- 
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the alarm'd 
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what Hall 245 
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Da 2. 37. & 16. 30. (b) Exod. 32. 31, 32. 
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N. (e) * 15. with 19. 


a} Dinind 
Hath God forgotten to * a ? Hath he in Auger] diftint 
ſhut up his tender Mercies. (a) And I ſaid, This is my{ the one 
Infirmiy, 8c. Wien he taketn the toſſed (5) Creaturef the exer 
by the Neck and ſbaketh him to Pieces, when he ſetteth hin 
1p for his Mark, when he puts his Feet upon nis Neck, him, b 
( ſhall 1 fo expreſs it) yet fain would he turn and kifſx Queſtio! 
theſe bl ſſed Feet. I will bear the (e) Indignation of the very cle 
Lord, 8&c. He fitteth alone and keepeth ſilence, be) of Duty 
| Putteth his Mouth in the Duſt, c. T waited patiently fo chiefly t 
the Lord, &c. More to this Purpoſe may be viewed inf And 1 
the ſacred Oracles. Surely the Ballance ſwayeth chief 
towards tue Glory of God in ſuch Caſes. Second 
Sundry Inftances of bleſſed Martyrs we have nad, whe 
amidſt the tnickeſt Crowds of Soul-terrors, and under 
the ſtrongeſt Fears of eternal Wrath, have notwith- 
_ Randing witneſed a good Confeſſion, and proven faithful Danger. 
unto the Death. It's true the Lord pitied them, and! zemovin 
diſpelled thele heavy Clouds, but ſometimes their Relieff Secon, 
has been delayed almoſt to the very laſt ; yet, even in weighty 
the darkeſt Hour, this ing Regard to the) range 
Honour of God has ſhined - In theſe Caſes 15 
Mind (d) appeared to ſome ree, In ſuch Worthia minous] 
which was alſo im Chriſt Jeſus, who, in the Depths ei It poiſor 
| his Soul-irouble, centered in this, namely, (e) Fatbe of a Go 
glory thy Name. Such a prevailing Reſpect to the; W. 
ivine Glory, has been found in poor finful Creatures] an univ. 
and what Character is due to the new Divinity, whi 
denies it to the Lord Jeſus himſelf, I leave to any 
Perſon to determine. So much for the ſecond Remark. 
Thirdly, It is evident from the Premiſſes, that tho th 
Salvation of all that point at the Glory of God as 
great End be undoubtedly ſecured, yet there is ſo mi 
of Difference betwixt the two, viz. The Lord's decir 
rative Glory, and the Happineſs of Man, ſo much 
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) ,. 77. 7, 8, 9, 10, Ce. Job 16. 12, 13, & (a) A 
1 Je. 2 8,9. | bony of 2 Pſal. 40. f, 2, &. 80 (c 
(d) Phil. 2. 5, (e) Fobn 12. 28. ; + i 
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z 
Diſtin&ion, I ſay, a gives ufficient Ground for * 
Inger] diſtinct Conſideration : It's alſo mauifeſt that ſometimes 
is wh. the one, ſometimes the other is chiefly in the Eye of 
ature] the exerciſed Soul, and that ſomeiimes a Regard to the 
h bin Honour of God doth not only ſway the Ballance with 
Jeck, him, but is almoſt his whole Buſineſs, hence the 
| kiſs Queſtion in this Debate devolveth into a narrow, yet a 
of the] very clear Point, viz. Wnich of the two as to Matter 
e, bel of of Duty ſhould be chiefly eyed as the End, and ought 
9, fa chiefly to ſway the Chriſtian as the principal Motive: 
And I muſt lay it is ſtrange that a Thing ſo maniſeſt 
hi iy} ſhould admit of the leaſt Debate in a Reformed Church. 
rondh The Regard we owe to the Lord Jetus as our (4) Alpha, 
, wioy and Omega, ſhould, at leaft, fo far prevail with us as 
nder to allow his Honour the principal Conſideration, ſein 
wün- our Salvation is, in that very Way, ſecured beyond all 
aich Danger. $o much for Explication of the Head and 
n, and} removing Mftakes; I proceed now, | 
Relief Secondly, To detect the Gangrene of Error in this 
ven ia} weighty 3 And, Firſt, The Preference which this 
to tit} ſtrange Opinion gives to our Salvation, ſetting it upon 
es tha an high Pinacle above the Glory of God, has a moſt 
orthie! ruinous Influence upon the whole Exerciſe of Religion. 
pths ai It poiſons the (õ) Spring from whence the ſeveralStreams 
Fatbe ofa Godly — ſnould iſſue, ſeing the ultimate 
to the; End, which alſo is the chief Motive, muſt needs have 
raturen an univerſal Influence upon the whole Converſation : 
And foralmuch as ſubiilized Self is here taught, the 
| whole of the Converſation muſt — _— ſelfiſh (c). 
Now we are even dectrinally 2 
and ſtill deeper into Self, — the Lord Jeſus with the 
whole Cloud of Witneſſes are ſet forth 2s our Pattern 
herein. O the dreadful Height of 22 which thus 
7 perventeth the Scriptures! Here is a ſtrange Practice 
of of Piety, namely, let the Conſideration wE as to 
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firſt Mover is fo very 

aright in the whole Fabric 
winity undermines $Sandifi-| that, 
3 this D 
Sanner| ſhall e 
* wr 1 4 That t 
and fore Troubles towards his Good. He is then ü 4 they fi 
compaſ d on all Hands with the dark Parts of Fin 
Cloud; yet amidſt the moſt involved Intricacies of hij of ſpir 
Faith's View is refreſhing, namely, the grea} fluous 
End is ſecured. (a) Tle Lord hath made all Things fu Doubt 
_ Gimſelf: He will raiſe a Revenue of Glory to his Name} fpiritu 
out of all theſe Troubles. n aſter 
6 great and ultimate End. The Lord cannot dey} think, 
3) himſelf, he will not give his Glory to another; in Tre 
— wg DD Earth 
war and in 
its mi: 


Time & "I fhall ken bur kale at hel 
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corrupt natural Effate, kt to be (a) without God 
in the World This 1s as it were the Sum total of all the 
Paniculars, and the humbled Soul bemoans, eſpecially 
the ſinful Part and actual ſinning as chiefly implied here- 
in, and foraſmuch as the Devils and damn d are without 
God with a Witneſs, eſpecially after the laſt Judgment: 
Hence their being without God in Hell, muft chiefly 
denote the Sinffoefs of that State, It were a mo 
inaccountable Perverfion of plain Words, to fay, That 
a Stare of Deſtruction from the Preſence of the Lord, &. 
is a S:12:e altogether free of Sin, and of finning actually. 
Thirdly, A natural Eſtate in Time e to 
de an Eſtate ſo finful, that all who are in that Eftate 
car: act iv no other Way but ſinfully; (5) An evil Tres 
can bring forth no good Fruit. The plowing of the Wicked 
is Sin, and his Sac vice is an Abomination. Shall we think 
the Trees that were bad upon Earth, become good in 
Hell? Are they who upon Earth were a Maſs and 
Compound of Darkrets and Enmity, ſo I 
the Torments of Hell, as to become finleſs there. ch 
were happy Torments indeed. What Colour can be put 
n fuch an abſurd and ſenſeleſs Error | Sure the Pains 
of} Hell unhinge not the humane Nature. They know 
they are cundemned to that Eftate, and that the Sen- 
tence is juſt, and they reflect bitterly againſt them- 
ſelves, c. All this is acknowledged by the Abettom i 
of the Error, and hence their State is not meerly paſſive, 
They are not deprived of Realon by the dreadful Im- 
preſſion of the righteous Sentence, and the Stings of an 
awakened Conſcience pierce ſo much the deeper. They 
have the ſame corrupt Nature in Hell which they had 
on Earth, and ſure that Nature acts but not finfully by | 
the new Divinity. I would think then that the higheſt 
Pitches of Holineſs take Place in Hell, while amidſt me 
| | E 


— | the d 


1 Eph. 2. 12. Ezek. 16. 4, 5, C, * 2 i 
Frou. 21. 7. and 


the 2. 21, 


Matth. 25. 41. (b) Maithe 7. 17. 
28, 29, Hebe 11. Go . 


the Height of ow (2 5 not one unſeemly 


Faſt, The Spirit of God in the Seri 


Thought of God, nor the leaſt Degree of Murmuring 
take Place: For ſure theſe ate actual Sins, ſuch Opi 
ons confound all Religion, and would render the 


Devils and damn'd the moſt eminent Saints. 


Fourthly, The State of Darkueſs in Time has ftill 
been owned to be not only a ſintul State, and that the 
Motions of a Mind under the Reign of Darkneſs were 


full of Sin, but alſo they who underftand Matters of 
chat Sort, have ſtill acknowledged the chief Strengths 


of Sin to lie in the (a) Darknels of the Mind, which 
is the main Source of the Enmity thereof : Sure then, 
when Darkneſs and Eamity are at their Height in Hell, 
all that proceeds from tuch a Spring muft be poiſoned 
with Stn. What elſe can it be but all Wickedneſs! 
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further deduce it at the Time. Secondly, I preſume 
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